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Pre-Trip
We met 2-4 times a month during AT or after school.

We established clear guidelines and expectations for our 
discussions which carried throughout the course and allowed us to 
respectfully participate in political discourse. 

● Analysis of the debates
○ Each student watched the debate and contributed to a live 

discussion document on google drive sharing our thoughts 
and reactions. 

● Discussion on current news and events and how it impacted the 
presidential candidates and their political formats.

● Personal research projects



Debate Notes



Thursday

● Ford’s Theatre
● National Cathedral
● Smithsonian Museum of African American Culture & History
● Washington Monument



Inauguration

● Being able to fact check what the media said 
happened against the most reliable source I had, 
myself.

● Being able to see the reactions from the 
inauguration crowd and exposed to a wide variety 
of political beliefs. 



Rest of Friday
● Iwo Jima Memorial
● Air Force Memorial



Saturday

● Arlington National Cemetery
● Women’s March
● Capitol Hill
● Supreme Court
● Jefferson, MLK, and FDR



Sunday

● Mount Vernon
● Lincoln Memorial
● Vietnam Veterans Memorial
● WWII Memorial
● Smithsonians



Projects

● Nick Schramm: Electoral College and Superdelegates

● Shannon French: Impact of Social Media on Election

● Dorcas Lohese: Change of Elections Over Time

● Jacob Dell: Impact of Public Opinion (Polling/Approval 

Rating)



Takeaways

● Experiencing DC and all it has to offer
● Being exposed to both ends of the political spectrum in 

two different scenarios
● Learning more about topics that interested us 

surrounding politics and election cycles
● A historic moment and trip that we’ll remember for a 

long time


